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The University of Texas Rio Grande 
Valley School of Medicine has received 
approval from the Liaison Committee on 
Medical Education for its accreditation 
candidacy.
Barbara Barzansky, LCME co-
secretary, said the first of a series of steps 
to receive full accreditation is for a school 
to formally apply, which will make it an 
applicant school.
“Once the school has completed its 
paperwork and submits its paperwork 
to the LCME, which means completing 
a very detailed questionnaire … then it’s 
reviewed,” Barzansky said in a phone 
interview with The Collegian on March 
3. “If the LCME thinks sufficient progress 
has been made, they will schedule a 
survey visit to the school.”
The School of Medicine received 
candidate status late last month.
After the LCME surveyors’ visit has 
been completed and a report has been 
written, it will go to the LCME board 
for approval. If the board approves it, 
preliminary accreditation will be granted 
for the school.
“If a school has been approved for visit 
and is a candidate school, usually within 
six months there is going to be a visit,” 




She said that after preliminary 
accreditation had been granted the school 
would be able to begin recruitment for its 
charter class.
The medical school will be evaluated 
The University of Texas System has 
submitted an addendum to its request for 
the state attorney general’s opinion on 
the release of the UT Brownsville police 
report on the kidnapping of a student 
from a campus parking lot last month. 
The UT System seeks to withhold the 
information from The Collegian because 
it believes it would interfere with the 
investigation of the Feb. 3 kidnapping. 
In a letter dated March 3, UT System 
Attorney and Public Information 
Coordinator Cynthia Tynan cites the 
specific part of Section 552.108 of 
the Texas Government Code that the 
university “asserts the responsive 
information is protected under 552.108 
(a)(1) and (b)(1), which provide as 
follows: (a) [i]nformation held by a law 
enforcement agency or prosecutor that 
deals with the detection, investigation or 
prosecution of crime is excepted from the 
requirements of Section 552.021 if: (1) 
the release of information would interfere 
with the detection, investigation, of 
prosecution of crime … (b) … [a]n internal 
record or notion of law enforcement 
agency or prosecutor that is maintained 
for internal use in matters relating to law 
enforcement or prosecution is excepted 
UT System submits  
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from the requirements of Section 552.021 
if: (1) release of internal record or notion 
would interfere with law enforcement or 
prosecution …”
Collegian Social Media Editor 
Kaila Contreras submitted the public 
information request to the university 
on Feb. 10. UTB subsequently sent the 
request to the UT System, according to 
a letter from Tynan to Attorney General 
Ken Paxton on Feb. 24.
Tynan wrote that the responsive 
documents have “applicable exceptions 
to disclosure. Accordingly, we reserve all 
the listed exceptions in the Publication 
Information Act and those captured by 
‘other law’ in Section 552.101 of the Texas 
Government Code.”
She also wrote that the university 
“does not waive any exceptions we may 
determine applicable after further review 
of the documents at issue.”
The letter was sent to Paxton in 
accordance with Section 552.301 of the 
Texas Government Code. 
Sec. 552.301 states: “A governmental 
body that receives a written request 
for information that it wishes to 
withhold from public disclosure and 
that it considers to be within one of the 
exceptions under Subchapter C must ask 
for a decision from the attorney general 
Check out “A Marine’s 
Odyssey,” written by Ena 
Capucion, one of our 




as it is being developed and additional 
resources are put into place, according to 
See UTRGV, Page 4
Texas Teachers Business Development Specialist Jonathan Schneider explains to communication 
senior Amy Rodriguez the opportunities that come with obtaining an alternative certification from 
the company during the All Majors Job Fair, held March 4 in the Student Union’s Gran Salón. The 
UT Brownsville Career Services Department sponsored the event. Sixty-two recruiters and more 
than 350 students attended the job fair.
Job hunting 
AndreA Torres/Collegian
“Vaquero: Genesis of the Texas Cowboy,” a photo exhibit by Bill Wittliff, is on display at the University Library through April 30. Wittliff photographed 
the vaqueros on a ranch in northern Mexico in the 1970s. Upcoming lectures held in conjunction with the exhibit are “Origins of Tejanos and 
Vaqueros,” by anthropology and sociology Professor Antonio Zavaleta, scheduled at 6:30 March 25, and “The Vaquero and The South Texas Rancho,” 
by history Professor Manuel Medrano, set for 6:30 p.m. April 15. Both will be held in the Main Building’s Salón Cassia.
Vaqueros in the spotlight
HécTor AguilAr/Collegian
on campus2 The CollegianMonday, March 16, 2015
The Collegian is the 
multimedia student 
newspaper serving the 
University of Texas at 
Brownsville. The newspaper is widely 
distributed on 
campus and is an award-winning 



























© 2015 The Collegian 





The collegian A N N O U N C E M E N T S
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American Sign Language classes 
The Language Institute will offer an 
American Sign Language course 
from 6 to 8:30 p.m. Mondays and 
Wednesdays starting today and ending 
May 18. The cost of the course is $375. 
For more information, call the institute 
office at 882-4178 or 882-4180.
French classes
The Language Institute will offer a 
French II course from 6 to 8:30 p.m. 
Mondays and Wednesdays starting today 
and ending May 18. The cost of the course 
is $375. For more information, call 882-
4178 or 882-4180.
Title IX seminars 
Informational seminars about sexual 
discrimination, harassment and 
misconduct will be conducted from 
12:15 to 1 p.m. Tuesday and April 21 in the 
Main Building’s Patio Paraiso. For more 
information, call the Office of Student 
Rights and Responsibilities at 882-
5034.
Juried Student show 
The “24th Juried Student Show” 
opens with a reception at 6 p.m. Tuesday 
in the Art Gallery at Rusteberg Hall. 
Admission is $1. For more information, 
email gallery Director Alejandro 
Macias at alejandro.macias1@utb.edu. 
Spanish classes 
The Language Institute will offer a 
Spanish I course from 6 to 8:30 p.m. 
starting Tuesday and ending May 19. 
The cost of the course is $375. For more 
information, call 882-4178 or 882-4180.
Mandarin classes
The Language Institute will offer a 
(Mandarin) Chinese I course from 6 
to 8:30 p.m. starting Tuesday and ending 
May 19. The cost of the course is $375. 
For more information, call 882-4178 or 
882-4180.
Graduation Fair
UTB’s Office of Student Engagement 
will sponsor a Graduation Fair from 11 
a.m. to 6 p.m. Wednesday and from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Thursday in the Barnes 
& Noble Bookstore. The purpose of the 
fair is to provide students information 
concerning services and products 
relating to commencement. For more 
information, call Student Engagement at 
882-5138.
Enhake quartet to perform    
Enhakē, a quartet of clarinet, violin, 
cello and piano, will perform at 7:30 
p.m. Thursday in the Texas Southmost 
College Arts Center. The musicians are 
clarinetist Wonkak Kim, violinist 
M. Brent Williams, cellist and 
UTB Assistant Professor Katherine 
Geeseman-Decker and pianist Eun-
Hee Park. Admission is $15 for adults, 
$10 for senior citizens and children, and 
$5 for students with a UTB ID. For more 
information, call the Patron of the Arts 
program at 882-8247.
Substance abuse education series
Student Health Services continues 
its HIV/STDs and Substance Abuse 
Education Series. The lecture “HIV 
and STIs 101” is scheduled from noon 
to 1:30 p.m. April 1 in the Main Building’s 
Salón Cassia. For more information, call 
Student Health Services at 882-3896.
Juried student art show with UTPA
The UT Brownsville Visual Arts 
Department and the Historic 
Brownsville Museum will sponsor 
“Pigmented III,” an all-star juried 
student art exhibition scheduled May 
22-July 10. UTB and UT Pan American 
art majors are invited to take part in 
celebration of the new University of 
Texas Rio Grande Valley’s School of 
Visual Arts. Students should submit 
their artwork via a CD or DVD with 
detailed specifications, including artist 
name, size, materials, indoor/outdoor 
and special accommodations such as 
a pedestal or weight. The CDs/DVDs 
must be submitted by May 8. For more 
information, call Visual Arts Chair 
Carlos G. Gómez at 882-8805.
MCAT preparation scholarship
The Office of Health Professions 
Careers will award two MCAT 
Preparation Scholarships from 
Kaplan Preparation and Princeton 
Review. Both MCAT preparation courses 
include the 2015 material. Access the 
application at http://www.utb.edu/vpaa/
csmt/ohp/documents/MCATScholarship.
docx. For more information, visit the 
Office of Health Professions Careers in 
Life and Health Sciences Building Room 
2.822. For more information, call 882-
5059. 
UTB Food Pantry 
The UT Brownsville Food Pantry is 
accepting donations of non-perishable 
food items and hygiene products from 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday in 
Cortez Hall 140. Monetary donations also 
are welcomed. For more information, 
call the ASPIRE office at 882-8250.
Exercise classes 
Free Zumba classes are offered every 
Monday, free yoga classes are offered 
every Tuesday and Thursday and free 
Tabata classes are offered every 
Wednesday. All classes take place from 
5:30 to 6:30 p.m. in the Texas Southmost 
College Rec Center multipurpose room. 
Students, staff and faculty are welcome. 
For more information, call Arlene 
Laboy, Student Health Services project 
coordinator, at 882-6513. 
Life improvement 
Student Health Services will 
provide free confidential peer support, 
cooking demonstrations, tips and best 
practices for exercising, healthy living 
and nutritional eating. The sessions are 
open to UT Brownsville students, faculty 
and staff and are scheduled from noon 
to 1 p.m. March 25, April 8 and 22 and 
May 13 and 27 in the Main Building’s 
Salón Cassia. For more information, call 
Student Health Services at 882-3896.
--Compiled by Monica Gudiño
Feb. 21
1:36 a.m.: A University Police officer 
conducted a traffic stop on a vehicle for 
exceeding the speed limit on University 
Boulevard. A second University Police 
officer arrived to assist and detected a 
strong odor of burnt marijuana within the 
vehicle. The driver, who is not affiliated 
with the university, informed the 
officers he had marijuana in his vehicle’s 
center console. The officers located the 
marijuana and placed the driver under 
arrest for possession of marijuana.
3:26 p.m.: University Police officers 
were made aware of an injured person on 
the Student Union lawn. The woman told 
the officers she fell while she was walking 
and looking at her phone. The woman 
was not in pain and declined emergency 
medical services.
The following are among the incidents reported to University Police between Feb. 21 
and 24.
Feb. 23
11:56 a.m.: A University Police officer 
received a complaint from a parent at 
the Science, Engineering and Technology 
Building in regard to parking citations 
issued to her daughter. The officer 
informed the parent he could not provide 
information regarding the student’s 
academic records due to her daughter 
being an adult. The parent was provided 
with general guidance on how to appeal 
parking citations.
Feb. 24 
5:18 p.m.: A University Police officer 
was dispatched to the Casa Bella student 
housing complex in regard to a damaged 
bicycle. A student told police he secured 
his bicycle to the bike rack near Building 
2. When he rode his bike to school the 
next day, he noticed it had been damaged.
--Compiled by Kaila Contreras 
Meetings
Heartprints
The Pregnancy, Infant and Child Loss 
Support Group meets from 2:30 to 3:30 
p.m. every other Wednesday in Cortez Hall 
220. For more information, call Collegiate 
Recovery Program Coordinator Martha 
Sanchez at 882-8952. 
Overeaters Anonymous
Overeaters Anonymous, a program of 
recovery from compulsive eating, meets at 
6:30 p.m. every Wednesday in Cortez Hall 
220. For more information, call Collegiate 
Recovery Program Coordinator Martha 
Sanchez at 882-8952. 
Busy Moms Support Group
Student Health Services invites 
students who are mothers to participate in 
the Busy Moms Support Group every 
Friday from noon to 1 p.m. through May 
1 in Cortez Hall 220. Students, staff and 
faculty are welcome. For more information, 
call 882-3896.
Chillout sessions 
Relaxation Group meetings are held 
from noon to 1 p.m. every other Monday in 
Cortez Hall 220. For more information, call 
Collegiate Recovery Program Coordinator 
Martha Sanchez at 882-8952.
about whether the information is within 
that exception if there has not been a 
previous determination about whether 
the information falls within one of the 
exceptions.”
Paxton is reviewing Contreras’ public 
information request that reads as follows: 
“I would like to have access to a copy of 
the University Police report regarding 
the student being kidnapped at the Main 
Building parking lot on Feb. 3, 2015 at 
9:55 a.m.”
On Feb. 16, The Collegian reported 
that the student was released unharmed 
Feb. 3 by a man and a woman who forced 
him at gunpoint to give them a ride from 
Lot A1 to the Whataburger restaurant 
on International Boulevard. When they 
arrived at the restaurant, they released 
the student without harm and both 
suspects entered a black sedan and left 
the area. The student then called the 
Brownsville Police Department, who 
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Four panelists shared their views 
and knowledge about immigration and 
answered questions from the audience 
during a forum hosted by the Texas 
Tribune Feb. 27 on the UT Brownsville 
campus.
Texas Tribune Editor-in-Chief and CEO 
Evan Smith moderated “Immigration: 
The Next Five Years” in the Student 
Union’s Gran Salón.
Associate Professor and Chair of the 
UT Brownsville Government Department 
Guadalupe Correa-Cabrera, state 
Sen. Eddie Lucio Jr. (D-Brownsville), 
his son, state Rep. Eddie Lucio III 
(D-Brownsville) and Rio Grande City 
Mayor Ruben Villarreal formed the 
panel.
Smith started the discussion with a 
conversation about President Barack 
Obama’s executive order on immigration. 
Obama announced a series of executive 
actions last November regarding 
immigration, which are currently on hold 
on a procedural ruling from U.S. District 
Judge Andrew Hanen in Brownsville. 
“The president announced a series of 
executive actions to crack down on illegal 
immigration at the border, prioritize 
deporting felons, not families, and require 
certain undocumented immigrants to 
pass a criminal background check and 
pay taxes in order to temporarily stay 
in the U.S. without fear of deportation,” 
according to the U.S. Citizenship and 
Immigration Services website. 
Sen. Lucio agrees with the president’s 
executive order. 
Villarreal said that undocumented 
people should not be deported, but that 
he does not agree with Obama’s decision 
to issue an executive order. He said most 
executive orders seem like building a 
“foundation on sand” because the next 
president can undo the order. 
“We have to create a front-door 
approach to the land of milk and honey, 
not a back-door approach,” he said. “I 
think that the process on a whole needs 
to be completely reformed. We need 
an immigration policy that’s made by 
Congress; that way, it has the strength 
of law. … Make it one piece of legislation 
where you don’t have to be waiting and 
guessing to see what the next cycle of 
politics is going to look like.”
Among the other topics discussed were 
border security and its funding.
“I think the first thing we need do is 
continue to urge Washington to fix a 
broken immigration system that they 
have failed to do for such a long time,” 
Sen. Lucio said. “I, for one, feel that we 
are nowhere close to understanding what 
is happening to those that are coming to 
AndreA Torres/Collegian 
The immigration debate
Texas Tribune hosts discussion panel on campus
Michelle N. García 
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Panelists discuss “Immigration: The Next Five Years,” hosted by the Texas Tribune Feb. 27 in the 
Student Union’s Gran Salón. Shown (from left) are Tribune Editor-in-Chief and CEO Evan Smith, UT 
Brownsville Associate Professor and Government Department Chair Guadalupe Correa-Cabrera, 
state Sen. Eddie Lucio Jr. (D-Brownsville), his son, state Rep. Eddie Lucio III (D-Brownsville) and Rio 
Grande City Mayor Ruben Villarreal.
our borders and we need to have a very 
compassionate approach as well.”
All four panelists agreed on the 
importance of defining what border 
security is and to use funding in a more 
effective way. 
“There are no metrics and so then 
it is a matter of competence,” Correa-
Cabrera said. “Your authorities are not 
competent. That is why you are throwing 
out money and you still have your border 
insecure. That, for me, is worrisome.”
In regard to finding a solution, Rep. 
Lucio urges the “silent majority” to voice 
their opinions and ideas by voting and 
not just in the privacy of their home. 
A bill filed by Sen. Lucio on Feb. 27 in 
response to last summer’s immigration 
crisis would:
--designate the secretary of state as the 
coordinator of the Office of Immigration 
and Refugee Affairs;
--require the Office of Immigration 
and Refugee Affairs to apply for the 
maximum amount of federal funds for 
use in assisting state agencies, local 
governments, nonprofit organizations 
and faith-based organizations in 
addressing matters related to immigrants 
and refugees;
--maximize the opportunity for Texas to 
receive federal assistance by requiring 
the Office of Immigration and Refugee 
Affairs to seek reimbursement from the 
federal government for any costs incurred 
by state agencies, local governments, 
nonprofit organizations and faith-based 
organizations in addressing matters 
related to immigrants and refugees;
--increase communication, cooperation 
and collaboration efforts to prevent Texas 
from experiencing another humanitarian 
immigrant crisis by requiring the office 
to arrange meetings with appropriate 
local, state and federal authorities and 
appropriate corresponding authorities 
in Mexico to establish initiatives and 
government-supported efforts that 
limit the entrance of undocumented 
immigrants into Texas.
The panelists also debated whether 
state aid for undocumented students 
should be provided. 
Villarreal said he believes the first step 
should be to give everyone, documented 
or not, the opportunity to get an 
education.
Correa-Cabrera suggested removing 
out-of-state tuition as a way to give 
every student an equal opportunity 
to get higher education whether they 
are designated in-state, out-of-state or 
undocumented. 
Rep. Lucio questioned the justice in 
limiting educational opportunities to 
students who were raised in the United 
States most of their lives and worked 
International Women’s Day came early 
this year to the University of Texas at 
Brownsville and in observance the Office 
of Global Engagement awarded an $800 
scholarship to outstanding international 
student Daniela de la Parra. 
Held in Patio Plumeria March 3, 
the ceremony drew a crowd where 
keynote speaker Alla Paroiatnikova, 
executive director of the Office of Global 
Engagement, talked about the struggles 
women face in their daily lives and what 
lies ahead on the road toward equality.
“Even in the wonderful democratic 
United States a woman gets 86 percent 
per dollar earned by males if she’s lucky,” 
Paroiatnikova said.
She said the United Nations Committee 
on Women’s Rights concluded that 
employment of women has increased 
from 40 percent to 50 percent all over 
the world in the last 20 years. 
“If we continue at this rate we’ll need 
81 years to reach the same employment 
as men,” Paroiatnikova said. “It’s kind of 
sad but it’s also very encouraging.” 
Paroiatnikova, who earned a doctorate 
in international journalism from Moscow 
State University, told the audience it is 
important to find a spouse or partner with 
whom one shares values because “these 
values will determine their happiness.”
“Look for the one who shares the 
same values as you, whether that’s about 
money, religion or your attitude to how 
you spend your free time,” she said. 
In her case, she told the crowd, her 
husband Mikhail Bouniaev, dean of the 
College of Science, Mathematics and 
Technology, is such a person as well as 
her best friend.
The Office of Global Engagement took 
several factors into consideration when 
choosing a recipient of the Outstanding 
International Female Student: a high 
grade-point average, involvement in 
academic and extracurricular activities, 
and one who excels in their field of study, 
said International Student Adviser 
Aragelia Salazar.
“Overall, it’s for them to have that 
diversity, to be able to study and be active 
in other activities at the same time,” 
Salazar said.
De la Parra, a senior accounting and 
finance major, was among 14 students of 
a variety of majors who were nominated. 
She said the scholarship will benefit her.
“Not only the motivation and the 
encouragement to keep on earning 
awards and keep doing good in my 
academics and other extracurricular 
activities but, I mean, obviously the 
financial stimulus,” she said. “I think it’s 
just amazing that Global Engagement 
On the path to equality
Héctor Aguilar
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Daniela de la Parra, a senior accounting and finance major, receives the Outstanding International 
Female Student Award today from the Office of Global Engagement for her achievements. The 
recognition was part of UT Brownsville’s observance of International Women’s Day, which was held 
in the Main Building’s Patio Plumeria. Also shown is Global Engagement Director Alla Paroiatnikova 
(left) and International Student Adviser Aragelia Salazar.
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decided to do this because it really helps 
me to put this money into my studies and 
keep working hard.” 
De la Parra has maintained a 4.0 
GPA from the time she was a freshman. 
She has received chess-related awards, 
including Olympic National Chess 
Champion for Mexico for the last seven 
years, 2012 Absolute Female Champion 
of Mexico, 2011 Female Champion of 
Central America in the category of under 
20 years old. She has participated in 
five World Youth Chess Championships 
and four Pan American Chess Festivals. 
Academically, she has received the UTB 
Scholastic Excellence Award two times 
in chess and academics. She was also 
chosen by the UTB accounting faculty to 
receive the Accounting Excellence Award 
for 2014-2015 from the Texas Society of 
Certified Public Accountants.
The other nominees, who received 
certificates from Global Engagement, 
were undergraduate mathematics 
major Aura Salazar of Colombia, 
graduate student in music Polina 
Golubkova of Russia, undergraduate 
education major Alexa Juárez of Mexico, 
undergraduate music major Doris 
Vanessa Cedillo Clemente of Mexico, 
undergraduate business administration 
and marketing major Katia Pérez Flores 
of Mexico, graduate student in business 
administration Nicole Englitsch of 
Austria, undergraduate kinesiology major 
Jessica Lima of Brazil, undergraduate 
biomedical sciences major Míriam Ortega 
of Mexico, undergraduate marketing and 
international business major Rebeca 
Salomón of Mexico, undergraduate 
education major María Fernanda Rincón 
of Mexico, undergraduate physics major 
Andrea Tellez of Mexico, undergraduate 
biomedical sciences major Aida Quintana 
of Spain and undergraduate biomedical 
sciences major Meritxell Perramón of 
Spain. 
International Women’s Day is 
celebrated on March 8, but was observed 
on campus earlier because it falls on 
Sunday this year.
See IMMIGRATION, Page 4
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Name: Brownsville Border Bookworms
Purpose: To read current, popular or 
classical books and discuss the important 
themes found in each piece of literature.
President: Jessica Garcia
Vice President: Elizabeth Alaniz 
Secretary: Lizbeth Hernandez
Adviser: Christopher Carmona, assistant 
professor in the English Department 
Activities: Bake sales, movie nights, 
volunteering, book discussions, UTB 
events
Meetings: 3 p.m. Mondays in Sabal Hall 
1.104 
Membership requirements: Must 
be a UTB student, attend meetings and 
participate in discussions. 
For more information, 
email: bbbookworms@gmail.com or 
go to the Facebook page facebook.com/
bbbookworms 
--Compiled by Monica Gudiño
Club Spotlight 
Members of the Brownsville Border Bookworms include (from left) President Jessica Garcia, 
Secretary Lizbeth Hernandez and Vice President Elizabeth Alanis.
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hard to earn scholarships, but cannot 
take advantage of the opportunity 
presented because they do not have 
proper documentation.
“Most cases require them to go to their 
country of origin and go through the 
application process,” he said. “… You tell 
someone who’s been here since they were 
2 years old--some of them don’t even 
speak Spanish--to say, ‘You are going to 
northern Mexico,’ which is riddled with 
violence and gang activity, ‘and you are 
going to have to wait there in hopes that 
you can apply for getting access back to 
the country’--that’s impractical.”
After the discussion, audience 
members had the opportunity to ask the 
panelists questions. 
One member of the audience asked 
why the topic of immigration focused 
solely on Mexico and Central America 
and rarely mentioned the immigrants 
from other countries. 
“In Rio Grande City about two years 
ago, we had two Chinese nationals in 
somebody’s back yard,” Villarreal said 
in response. “That created quite a bit of 
chaos because it opened our eyes to the 
fact that, yes, immigration is a global 
issue, people wanting to come in, not 
just from Mexico or Honduras or El 
Salvador. It’s completely global.”
After the discussion, Smith said, “I 
think that everybody who’s in the room 
today learned something today about 
the issues, learned something about the 
positions of the elected officials up on 
the stage and I even came to the table 
knowing a certain amount to prepare for 
this and I walked away knowing things I 
didn’t know, too.”
This event was the second installment 
in a series the Texas Tribune is presenting 
throughout the state. The main focus of 
the series is looking ahead five years in 
eight major policy areas: criminal justice, 
energy, the environment, health, higher 
education, immigration, public education 
and transportation, according to a news 
release.
IMMIGRATION
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a UTGRV news release. In its fourth year, 
the school will undergo a full survey of 
the charter class’ progression.
UTRGV School of Medicine Dean 
Francisco Fernandez said the site visit 
for preliminary accreditation is predicted 
to be sometime this summer. 
“”We are negotiating [the site visit] 
with the LCME,” Fernandez told The 
Collegian via telephone March 5. “It will 
likely be sometime between May and 
July. … [The LCME] has to create a site 
visit team. They have to make sure they 
have the right number of people to do the 
site visit.”
The LCME board meeting for 
preliminary accreditation is scheduled 
for October 2015. 
If preliminary accreditation is granted, 
the recruitment of the UTRGV School 
of Medicine charter class will begin. 
UTRGV President Guy Bailey told The 
Collegian that 50 students will be in the 
charter class for July 2016.
The criteria for general requirements 
for the School of Medicine are available 
at the aamc.org website.
Some general requirements include 
the completion of the following courses: 
one year of biology, one year of physics, 
one year of English and two years of 
chemistry (through organic chemistry). 
The website suggests that all applicants 
should consider volunteering at a 
local hospital or clinic to gain practical 
experience in the health professions.
Applicants are also expected to have 
taken the Medical College Admission 
Test.
Fernandez said the School of Medicine 
will be a distributed campus, similar 
to UTRGV. The Edinburg campus will 
concentrate on classroom sessions.
Asked where the charter class will 
attend classes, Bailey replied, “Well, the 
first two years of the medical school is in 
Edinburg. The last two years will be in 
Harlingen.”
The Regional Academic Health Center 
in Harlingen will be used as a facility for 
the School of Medicine. The facilities in 
Edinburg are currently being built.
Fernandez said the facility on the 
Edinburg campus is targeted to be 
completed in December.
“The building being completed is 
sometime around December 2015 and, 
obviously, we’ll start moving different 
components,” he said. “Administration 
will go first and then some of the faculty 
will move in.”
The process to achieve full accreditation 
is an ongoing one. According to the 
UTRGV School of Medicine Timeline, 
the LCME board meeting for provisional 
accreditation is scheduled in February 
2018.
If provisional accreditation is granted, 
the LCME will conduct a full survey in 
the fourth year of the charter class to 
determine if the school will be granted 
full accreditation.
Fernandez said he is confident that the 
school will receive full accreditation by 
February 2020.
“It may seem quite, you know, detailed 
being visited every two years,” he said. 
“It’s really to make sure you’re on track. If 
you’re doing everything you’re supposed 
to be doing and have the right program 
direction, it’s unlikely, with the careful 
monitoring and the support that you get, 
not to receive full accreditation.”
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Mystery Word 
Hint:
a _ _ _ n _ _ m
15 Seconds: How are you 
preparing for midterms?
--Compiled  and photos by Michelle Espinoza
“I study every day at least 30 minutes for each class. I have four 
classes, so that’s how I do it. And it’s been working for me. I’ve 
gotten an ‘A’ in two of my classes, so that’s good, I think.”
Mee-lai Wong
Estudiante de biología de primer año 
“Esta semana estoy tomando mucho café y no 
iré al gimnasio toda la semana y estaré en la 
biblioteca dos horas por mis cinco clases y estaré 
estudiando, por dos horas.” 
Javier Hernandez Jr. 
Business freshman 
“I’m going to ask my professor what’s the subject going to 
be on. I’m going to go over it, study about an hour or two 
and, you know, get help from my classmates. That should 
be totally what I’m going to do.” 
Aaron Lucio
Texas Southmost College 
Radiologic technology junior 
“Well, being in the radiologic technology program 
we need like a buddy system, so we get together as 
a group and just go over the notes and kind of help 
each other out and a lot of reading. We have to read 
a lot and memorize.” 
Julieta M. Garcia 
Kinesiology senior 
I just accomplished 
a goal. Ever since 
I started college, I 
started setting short-
term goals. As soon 
as I completed one, I 
started another, and 
it’s been a wonderful 
journey.
As a 
communication major, working on 
my soft skills is extremely important. 
Like one of my favorite authors, 
Carlos Cuauhtémoc Sanchez, said in 
a conference once, “You have to start 
behaving like who you want to be some 
day.” 
I find learning and effort a key part of 
Sanchez’s quote.  And something I have 
proved is that setting goals, and being 
willing to learn and to work on them, will 
keep you in the game full of motivation 
to continue the pursuit of your dreams.
My first goal in college was to get 
straight A’s in my first semester, and I 
did it! I enjoyed my first college semester 
greatly, and proved to myself that it is 
possible to meet goals. Another goal 
I had was to grow closer to God, so I 
grew fervent in prayer and thanked Him 
always for being my motivation. Yet there 
was a goal I still hadn’t met; I wanted to 
write this column you’re reading. Being 
able to be part of The Collegian is the last 
goal I’ve met. This is my first column and 
my first job. 
I just want you to know that whatever 
goal you have is a possible goal. It’s better 
if they’re big and scary; they’ll make you 
work even harder and develop your 
character, and in the end you’ll realize 
they weren’t as scary or impossible as 
they seemed, and the self-gratification 
you get from meeting your goals is bigger 
than any fear. Take me as an example, I 
made it! I’m here writing! 
The realization of how important 
goal setting is didn’t really hit me until 
last fall, perhaps because I had never 
committed to something too seriously 
before or maybe because deep inside I 
believed that I would never reach my 
goal. However, it wasn’t until I met a 
goal that I became conscious of the great 
power within myself and discovered that 
that power is in everybody. It took me 
years to think the way I do today, but it 
was completely worth it.
Carlos Gonzalez, the author of 
“Veintitrés maestros, de corazón” is 
another person I look up to. Gonzalez 
has a peculiar way of looking at life, in 
which everyone is a teacher of another. 
Nothing’s easy pero preguntando, se 
llega a Roma.







7The Collegian Monday, March 16, 2015sPORTS/on campus
Visit us online at 
www.utbcollegian.com
Los C’lotes By Clarissa Martinez





Less than a year after launching 
“Humans of UTB,” the university has 
posted nearly 500 photos of campus 
life, from students selling Valentine’s 
Day cupcakes and other sweets to ducks 
swimming in the Lozano-Banco Resaca 
between the Student Union and Main 
Building.
The Facebook page was inspired by 
Humans of New York (HONY), a project 
created by freelance photographer 
Brandon Stanton to provide a worldwide 
Pamela Escobar
audience with daily glimpses into the 
lives of strangers on the streets of New 
York City.  
Student Affairs Marketing Manager 
Jennifer McGehee-Valdez said the 
collaborative project gives an insight to 
members of the the campus community, 
revealing something unique about them.
 “It’s just introducing faces and stories 
to people, getting people engaged and 
I’m kind of excited to see what’s going to 
come up next and what face you are going 
to see and what you are going to learn 
about someone,” McGehee-Valdez said. 
“I think [it’s] just creating like a unity in 
our UTB community because just like the 
tag line says, you see these faces all the 
time and you [think], ‘Oh, I wonder what 
his story is?’”
McGehee-Valdez works with a small 
group of photographers--staff members 
and students who volunteer their time. 
Among those featured in the Humans 
of UTB page is Lupita Rosales, of the 
Center for Civic Engagement, who was 
asked by the photographer, “How do you 
feel when you share your knowledge with 
others?”
Rosales replied: “I love sharing my 
ideas with others, especially if it’s helping 
them in whatever way I can. It is very 
exciting to share what I know, and to 
know that I’m making a difference in one 
way or another.” 
The people that are featured are chosen 
at random.
“It’s whoever I kind of feel drawn to 
at the moment,” McGehee-Valdez said. 
“... It’s whenever the mood kind of hits 
you, too, and for the photographers. 
Sometimes, you are asking really personal 
questions, like ‘What’s your biggest fear 
or what’s your biggest regret?’”
The photographers make it a goal to 
share the lives of people on campus.
To learn more about Humans of UTB 
and what you can do to be a part of 
this project, visit www.facebook.com/
humansofutb.
The UT Brownsville 
Women’s Golf Team 
competed Sunday at the 
Sugar Tree Invitational in 
Lipan and the men’s team 
participated in the Central 
Collegiate Invitational at Las 
Colinas March 8. 
Results were not available 
Members of the UT Brownsville Men’s Golf Team include Michael Fasci, Saad Milan, Justin Kitten, Angel Aguirre, Steven Hinojosa and Gage Murphy.
Men’s golf places 6th in S.A. tourney
Photo Courtesy utB athletiCs
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at press time. Both teams are scheduled 
to compete next Sunday in the Primm 
Battle in Primm Valley, Nev. 
On March 2, the men’s team finished 
sixth out of 12 teams in the San Antonio 
Shootout. 
The two-day tournament, co-hosted by 
UTB and Oklahoma City University, was 
cut short a day due to thick fog. The men 
finished the two rounds with scores of 
304 and 293, for a total of 597.
Saad Milan led the Ocelots and tied in 
10th place individually with scores of 75-
70 for a final score of 145.  
Oklahoma City University won the 
tournament with scores of 292-283-575, 
according to a UTB Athletics Department 
news release.
Paige Hayward, a freshman midfielder 
on the UT Brownsville Women’s Soccer 
Team, will transfer to Texas Southern 
University next fall.
 “I’m just really happy,” Women’s 
Soccer Head Coach Helen Wagstaff said 
about Hayward’s decision to play her 
remaining eligibility at the school located 
in Houston. “It’s been a lengthy process, 
but the benefit of that is that she found 
the right school for her and the right 
program.”
Hayward played in 16 games and 
scored four goals during UTB’s last 
season, according to utbathletics.
com. Last November, the team lost the 
championship game to Our Lady of the 
Lake University in the NAIA Red River 
Athletic Conference tournament.
UTB and UT Pan American will 
consolidate to create the University of 
Texas Rio Grande Valley in Fall 2015. 
UTRGV will be an NCAA Division 1 
school.
The Texas Southern University Tigers 
are an NCAA Division 1 program that 
competes in the Southwestern Athletic 
Conference.
“[Hayward] is that type of person 
that will fit well wherever she lands,” 
Wagstaff said. “She’s done her research 
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